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Earth days
The concept that the planet is fragile (18:05) was one of the turning points in the modern environmental movement in America. This was the realization that humans were destroying the support system of the earth. A book called “Silent Spring” by Rachael Carson was published and printed in over 30 languages (18:28). In this book, the author raised the alarm on the overuse of pesticides on earth. She wanted the pesticides and chemicals to be brought to control. She saw the disaster that would occur with the uncontrolled use of chemicals. The book received considerable backlash. Although some critics argued that Carson’s arguments were unfounded, her arguments were vindicated when the state set up a panel to review the side effects of pesticides under the F. Kennedy presidency. Carson’s findings were found to be correct.
The realization of the rapidly growing human population was another turning point of the modern environmental movement in America. Overpopulation was becoming an important issue to focus on. The rapidly increasing population was degrading the quality of life of people. "The Population Bomb" book by Dr. Paul R. Ehrlich brought more alarm to the increasing population. According to the book, five people, mostly children, died of starvation while forty more babies were born (31:58). Human overpopulation was degrading the quality of life. There were massive campaigns for population reduction. Speeches were held to create awareness of the plight of the increasing population.
Another turning point in the environmental movement was upon the realization of increasing pollution in the world. Air, water, and land pollution were becoming unbearable (52:52). This was evidenced by a dark cloud in New York City even on a clear day and pollution of the Hudson River, whose water was undrinkable. The population was a threat to the life of humanity. There were demonstrations to protest against the increasing global population during the Earth Day of 22nd April 1970. Pollution by cars was increasing. The first Earth Day was celebrated on 22nd April 1970 in support of environmental protection. This would be the beginning of the end of pollution or the beginning of the end (53:24). Rigorous efforts were taken into place to clean up cities. President Nixon set up plans to clean up the nation's air and water. Earth day was a life-changing day as people started caring for the environment. Everybody was involved in cleaning the earth on that day.
The last turning point of the modern environmental movement in America had to do with energy. There was a need to conserve energy. There was a shortage of energy, especially oil from the Middle East. Oil prices also increased rapidly. The supply of gasoline also became insufficient (1:17:10). President Nixon announced an independent energy program for the United States. The significance of this turning point is that energy conservation measures started being embraced. New methods of energy were also implemented, such as solar energy in California. The California Energy Commission led the way in improving the efficiency and use of energy. 
